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is equally useful, equally necessary. Tho question is now
concerning an act of the senate, not of tin* ministry, and the
bill may proceed without obstructing future examinations,
If the bill, sir, now before us bo so iar approved as to
be conceived of any real benefit to tho nation, if it can at
all contribute to the distress or disappointment of our
enemies, or the prevention of those domestic disturbances
which are naturally produced by scarcity and misery, there
is no need of arguments to evince the necessity of de-
spatch in passing it For if these effects are to he pro-
duced by preventing tho exportation of provisions, and a
law is necessary for that purpose, it is certain that the law
must be enacted, while our provisions are yet in our own
hands, and before time has boon given for the execution of
those contracts which arc already made,

That contracts, sir, arc outorod into for quantities that
justly claim the care of tho legislative power, I have been
informed by such intelligence as 1 cannot suspect of de-
ceiving me. In one small town in the western part of tins
kingdom, fifty thousand barrels of corn are sold by contract,
and will be exported, if time bo allowed for collecting and
for shipping them.

A few contracts like this will bo sutlicitmf, to store uu
army with bread, or to furnish garrisons against the danger
of a siege; a few contracts like this will product* a con-
siderable change in the price of provisions, ami plunge
innumerable families into distress, who might Htrug'glo
through the present difficulties, which unsuccessful har-
vests have brought upon the tuition, had wo not sold tho
gifts of providence for petty gain, and supported our
enemies with those provisions which were barely Hiiflhutwt
for our own consumption.

I have not heard many objections made against tho in-
tention of the bill, and those which wore otforud, were
mentioned with such diffidence and uncertainty, m plainly
showed, that even in the opinion of him that proponed thorn,
they were of little weight; and I believe they hud no
greater effect upon those that hoard thorn* It may, there-
fore, be reasonably supposed that thfl propriety of u Itiw to